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FY16-17 Budget Adopted
On July 19, 2016, the City Council adopted the budget for fiscal year 2016-2017.

The City s financial condition is very good. The FY16-17 Budget is balanced operationally. The budget then 
utilizes $3.1 million of prior years cash reserves along with grant funds to complete critical, one-time projects 
such as: 

 - Sewer infrastructure $1.1 million
 - Saltwater infrastructure $500,000
 - Street repairs $600,000
 - Recreational park improvements $1.2 million
 - Harbor and Fuel Dock improvements $600,000
 - Reclaimed Water preliminary work $500,000 

Excluding the Successor Agency fiduciary fund, the projected ending total cash balance as of FY16-17 is 
$10.8 million, which is 35% of the total budgeted expenditures and equivalent to more than four months of 
expenses. Of that cash balance, $4.5 million is unrestricted in the General Fund, which is 29% of the General 
Fund budgeted expenditures and equivalent to three and a half months of expenses. Credit agencies 
consider unrestricted cash balances of three months or more as healthy, and more than four months as 
excellent.

Budgeted revenues overall are conservatively projected to increased only slightly by 2% to $25.9 million. 
Total budgeted expenditures, including the one-time projects listed above, are $27.9 million.    

The City s FY16-17 Budget is posted on the Finance Department s page of the City s web site 
http://www.cityofavalon.com/finance .

Public Works - Take a Load Off and Catch a Ride
As mentioned previously, benches have been updated around town, and some of those locations include the 
eBus stops.  So if you find yourself up City Hall way, you can catch a break on the bench across the street 
and then catch the eBus up the street.
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Avalon Fire Cliff Rescue
On Monday July 18th at approximately 5:30 P.M. a male juvenile became stranded on a cliff face West of 
Descanso Beach.  Multiple agencies responded including AHD, AFD, BWA, LACoFD, BWA and SAR.  A 
location above the victim was quickly identified and a rope rescue system was put into place to lower a 
rescuer approximately 300 to secure the victim from falling.

Once at the individual, he was placed into a harness, attached to the rescuer (Paul Sanchez) and lowered to 
waiting crew members on the rocks below.  The person was uninjured and released to family on scene.

This rescue demonstrated the inter-agency and departmental cooperation that we work, train and rely on 
everyday.

Administration - CalRecycle Grant
With the adoption the Environmentally Preferable Purchasing and Practices Policy and Resolution 
Authorizing Submittal of Applications to CalRecycle, our application for the CalRecycle Beverage Container 
Recycling Grant is complete.  Our proposal is to establish new clearly branded and strategically placed 
recycling bins along the one mile stretch from Abalone Point to the Casino.  Currently there is a hodgepodge 
(no we didn't use hodgepodge in the grant) of 110 trash bins in this high foot traffic area with no clear or 
consistent message on recycling.  We see this proposal as a logical next step in expanding upon the success 
of the 'orange bag' (formally 'blue bag') recycling program where households can pick up, at no cost to them, 
a roll of orange bags to help source separate their recyclables.  A key component of the grant is to inform and 
educate the public, both visitors and residents alike, on why source separation is critical to improving the 
efficiency of the hand sorting at the Material Recovery Facility (MRF) - commonly referred to as the landfill.  A 
huge THANK YOU goes to Bryce Noll, part time Administrative Assistant, without his help getting the 
proposal organized we would not have hit the 11:59 pm deadline (in fact, with his help we hit submit by 6:30 
pm!) I'd also like to thank Steve Batty and Joanne Long of Avalon Environmental, and Edmundo Vega who 
services the downtown area for their expertise and insights. And a big thank you to the Chamber and 
Supervisor Don Knabe and his staff for turning around letters of support even with our last minute request.  
The project request amount is for just over $147,000, and the grant funding range is $50,000 - $250,000.  
Grants Awarded are scheduled to be announced in December 2016.
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On Monday 7/18/2016, the City had its first Pre-Build meeting with Hellas.  All attending were Dan Hunke the 
new Community Service Director, David Hart Interim Recreation coordinator, Dennis Jaich Public Works 
Director, James Towsley Western Division Vice President of Business Development, Moe Lee General 
Superintendent for Hellas, Jeff Bergevin Regional Vice President for Hellas, Jim Hoffman from Jordahl 
Construction, Bob Milano from Lloyds Civil and Sports Engineering and Daniel Apt from Olaunu LLC.  
Together we were able to organize everyone's roles and responsibilities, how to design the reclaim water 
system under the field, the layout of the field, and start working on permitting.  We are excited to start working 
on the project that will increase our programing and bring much joy to the residence.

Administration - Grand Jury County of Los Angeles
Earlier this year the City received an interim report from the Los Angeles County Civil Grand Jury regarding 
"Inadequate El Niño Planning For County Homeless Population" and requested our response to how Avalon 
is prepared for such a significant event.  While the El Nino did not manifest as we had hoped it did cause us 
to check our ability to help the homeless on the rare occasions they make their way to Avalon.
You can read the full 2015-2016 Los Angeles County Civil Grand Jury Final Report and see how Avalon fits 
in with the rest of the County and its 88 cities.

Respectfully Submitted,

The Avalon City Staff
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Rec. Dept - JMF Turf Project/Pre-build meeting

JMF Today JMF Tomorrow...?! This is what an artifical turf field 
looks like.

http://grandjury.co.la.ca.us/pdf/LOSANGELESCOUNTY2015-2016CIVILGRANDJURYFINALREPORT.pdf
http://grandjury.co.la.ca.us/gjreports.html

