
 CITY OF AVALON 

CITY COUNCIL ACTIONS 

TUESDAY DECEMBER 4, 2012 

 
CALL TO ORDER 5:00 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLIGIENCE / INVOCATION 
 
Moment of Silence held for long time resident Ron Salo. 
 
ROLL CALL-Present: Mayor Robert Kennedy, Mayor Pro Tem Michael Ponce, 
Councilmembers Richard Hernandez, Ralph Morrow and Oley Olsen. Also present: City 
Manager Steven Hoefs, City Attorney Scott Campbell, Chief Executive Officer Charlie Wagner 
and City Clerk Denise Radde.  
 
PRESENTATION- Station Commander Lieutenant Doug Fetteroll introduced two new additions 
to the Avalon Sherriff Station, Deputy Mike Orellana and Deputy Jeff Flotree. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 5:08 – 7:00 p.m. 
Following the appropriate announcement of the Closed Session items the City Council went into 
Closed Session to discuss the following: 
 

1. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL-EXISTING LITIGATION 
Subdivision (b) of Section 54956.9 
Title: In the Matter of Avalon K-12 School Site, 200 Falls Canyon Road, Avalon, 
CA 90704 I/SED:  11/12-003 
Title: Long Beach Unified School District v. City of Long Beach, et al, Case No.  
BS137598 

2. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL-ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 54956.9. 
(One case) 

3. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL-ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
Initiation of litigation pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 54956.9 (two cases) 

4. CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS 
Property: All City Leased Properties 
Agency Negotiators: Steven Hoefs, City Manager, Charlie Wagner, Chief Administrative 
Officer and Scott Campbell, City Attorney 
Under Negotiation: Price and terms of payment 

 
Following Closed Session the City Attorney reported that Council unanimously authorized the 
City to file a claim with the County of Los Angeles to recover certain administrative fees 
imposed by the County that the California Supreme Court recently determined were excessive. 
 
BREAK 7:01 – 7:10 p.m. 
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ORAL COMMUNICATIONS-Recreation Coordinator Jen Lavelle announced that there will be 
a Semi-Pro Football game on Saturday at 7:00 p.m. with the SoCal Coyotes v. Arizona Flying 
Dutchman.   
 
Karen Hague gave information on the ART and Dial-a-Ride Program and how the Company has 
had an increase of ridership of by 12%. 
 
Wayne Griffin gave praise to: 1) The Public Works Department for all their hard work making 
the town festive and beautiful for Christmas. 2) The Fire Department for their efficient response 
in taking care of a medical emergency during the Triathlon.   
 
CONSENT CALENDER-There were 7 Items on the Consent Calendar.  #7 was pulled by 
Michael Ponce.  Motion to approve items 1-6 by Oley Olsen, seconded by Richard Hernandez. 
(All Ayes)  
 
1.   Approved actions from the October 2, 2012 and October 16, 2012 City Council meetings. 
2.   Approved warrants in the amount of $1,843,916.71, payroll in the amount of $752,704.55 

and an Electronic Fund Transfer for the Fuel Dock Sales Tax in the amount of  
 $15, 043.00 for a total expenditure of $2,611,664.26. 
3.   Adopted Resolution 12-27 approving the City of Avalon Fire Department enter into the 

Volunteer Fire Assistance Grant (VFA) with the California Department of Forestry and 
Fire Protection (Cal Fire) for $8,096.00 

4.   Approved renewal of all Waterside Permits on the attached list for the year 2013. 
5.   Adopted Resolution 12-28 authorizing the Finance Director to execute the Transportation 

Development Act Claim Form for Article 8 Local Transportation Funds for Fiscal Year 
2012/2013. 

6.  Adopted resolution authorizing the reallocation of $400,000 in Prop 1 B Funds to the 
City-Wide Street Repair Project in accordance with Prop 1B Requirements subject to the 
monies being able to be redesignated. (City Attorney Scott Campbell was looking in to 
this. No resolution number assigned yet until Mr. Campbell verifies.)  

 
PULLED ITEM: 

7.  Avalon Mooring and Diving Service-Rate Increase and Contract Extension 
Item held over until the next City Council meeting. 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 

 8.  Grant Application for New Buses through the Metro Call for Projects Grant Process. 
 Authorized City Staff to prepare a grant application for three electric buses or trolleys to replace 
current trolleys. Motion made by Ralph Morrow, seconded by Michael Ponce. (All Ayes) 
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9.  Approved sending letter to Carnival Cruise Lines in the form that is acceptable to them. The 
City will pay an annual marketing incentive to Carnival Cruise Lines of $125,000 per year, 
payable quarterly, in arrears. Additionally, directed the City Manager not to waive the Wharfage 
Fee stated in the Municipal Code Section 10-2.402 for the second Ship.  Motion made by Ralph 
Morrow, seconded by Oley Olsen.  (All Ayes) 
 
Taken out of order: 
11. Funding for the City of Avalon’s Centennial Celebration 
After a thorough explanation from Jennifer Lavelle and discussion amongst City Council, 
consensus was that the Council would like to have the Centennial Board come back with a 
weeklong agenda of the activities scheduled for June 2013, including a cost estimate. Then they 
would determine how much money to invest on the celebration. 
 
12.  Naming Rights for Joe Machado Field (JMF) Concession Building 
Accepted donation from Lions Club of $4,500 in exchange for naming right of the concession 
building for a term of 10 years.  Motion made by Michael Ponce, seconded by Richard 
Hernandez.  (All Ayes) 
 
10.  Study Session Regarding Owner Obtained Autoette Permits for Transient and Non-Transient 
Residents 
City Attorney Scott Campbell clarified that no action would be taken on the specific autoette 
requests, but requestd that the City Council provide direction to on potential changes the 
Municipal Code concerning with autoettes and dwelling units. 
 
Mark Malan give a detailed explanation of his unhappiness of the City’s moratorium and his 
interpretation of the Municipal Code. After discussion, the Council directed Staff to revise 
ordinance to resolve any inconstancies between the vehicle code and the hotel lodging sections, 
and to revise the municipal code to limit the issueance of autoette permits to the actual residents 
of the dwelling units.  Bob Kennedy also mentioned that he would like to keep the study session 
open and have Staff, Council and the community start to think about the future of managing 
parking and autoettes. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY REPORT-The City of Avalon has authorized the City Attorney to 
communicate to the Department of Motor Vehicles on behalf of those Avalon residents who have 
had their license plates removed from the mini-trucks/porters, and to determine the reasons why 
the plates were removed, as well as try to reach a solution with the DMV that will allow the 
vehicles to remain in Avalon.  If you own such a vehicle and would like the City Attorney’s 
office to communicate with the DMV on your behalf, please contact Dudley Morand at City Hall 
by December 23, 2012.   
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COUNCILMEMBER REPORT- 

1.  Michael Ponce announced that he was reappointed the League of California Cities 
Community Services Policy Committee and has been asked by the League’s President to 
be the Vice Chair.  He attended a Leadership workshop in Sacramento where the League 
did its strategic planning. 
2.  Oley Olsen thanked the City Manager for removing unregistered /unlicensed vehicles 
around town.  Oley also congratulated the Avalon Football Team for making the second 
round of playoffs. 
3.  Ralph Morrow received two letters.  One of the letters thanked Philip Hernandez for 
his thorough work with the street sweeper.  The other was from a long time visitor who 
resigned from the Catalina Island Yacht Club because of irresponsible dog owners. 
4.  The City Manger Steven Hoefs announced that the slurry project has halted due to 
weather conditions and will resume in April.  The alleys will be addressed in spring and 
will most likely be repaved with a concrete mix.   
5.  Bob Kenney complemented Jennifer Lavelle and the work she has done with Joe 
Machado Field.  Bob also requested that a letter be sent to the SCI Co. addressing the 
abandoned vehicles and trailers on the side of Pebbly Beach Rd. towards Southern 
California Edison. 
6.  Michael Ponce inquired if the City had drafted a letter regarding the closure of the 
Courthouse. City Clerk, Denise Radde stated that one had been drafted. 

 
ADJOUNRED:  
 
I, Denise Radde, City Clerk of the City of Avalon, do hereby certify that the DVD videotape of 
the City Council Meeting December 4, 2012, is the official record of that Council Meeting and is 
on file and maintained in City Hall. 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________ 
Denise A. Radde, City Clerk/Assistant City Manager 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


