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Why ban plastic bags? 
 

 

 

 

 

Communities free of plastic bags lead to 
healthier oceans and rivers free of plastic. 

 

 



Why are plastic bag bans so important 
to coastal communities? 

 
 

In the marine environment, plastic wreaks havoc 
on marine life, breaking down into smaller and 
smaller particles that absorb toxic chemicals 
which are ingested by wildlife and enter the 
food chain. 



The benefit of a plastic bag ban to the 
City of Avalon is: 

  

 

 

 

 

Create a cleaner community that helps preserve 
natural resources, reduces litter and protects 
our beaches and waterways. 



Important Statistics 
Over 90 California Cities and Counties have 
implemented plastic bag bans. 

 

1 in 3 Californians live in a community where 
plastic bags are banned. 

 

80% of Avalon’s visitors are Californians. 

 





Legal Challenges 

 

Despite many legal challenges from the plastics 
industry, California Courts have continually 
upheld the right of cities and counties to ban 
plastic bags in their communities. 



Next steps for the City of Avalon  
 

• Determine allowable cost merchants can 
charge for paper bags 

• Reach out to business community 

• Determine the procedures for banning plastic 
bags in the City of Avalon. 

• Have the Planning Director determine correct 
CEQA category or; 

• Tier off the County of Los Angeles EIR 

• Determine when the ban should become 
effective 

 



Next steps for the City of Avalon Continued 

• City Council Adopts an Ordinance banning plastic bags 

• Educate the community 

• Promote the use of reusable bags including: 

   Reusable bag design contest 

   Informational Pamphlets 

   Free reusable bag offer 

   Business have the opportunity to promote  
  themselves on reusable bags 

    

  

 

 

 


