
1

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY
OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

City of Avalon 2030 General Plan/Local Coastal Plan 

DATE: February 8, 2013

TO: State Clearinghouse, Responsible Agencies, Organizations and Interested Parties

LEAD AGENCY: City of Avalon

PROJECT TITLE: City of Avalon 2030 General Plan / Local Coastal Plan

As the Lead Agency overseeing this project’s environmental review, the City of Avalon has 
initiated the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report to determine the nature and extent 
of the project’s potential impact on the surrounding environment.  Pursuant to Sections 15086 
and 15087, Title 14, California Code of Regulations, this Notice is given to advise interested 
parties that the City has completed a Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the 
proposed project described above and that the DEIR is available for public review. The project 
description, location, and the potential environmental effects appear below. 

PROJECT LOCATION: The proposed Avalon General Plan / Local Coastal Plan would 
include the geographic limits of the City of Avalon, Los Angeles County, California as well as 
areas surrounding the city limits that are currently within unincorporated Los Angeles County on 
Catalina Island.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The proposed project is an update of the City of Avalon 2030 General 
Plan/Local Coastal Plan (hereinafter referred to as the “2030 GP/LCP” or simply “GP/LCP”). The 
2030 GP/LCP, which updates the 1978 General Plan, establishes the community’s vision for the 
development of Avalon through the year 2030 and will serve as the fundamental land use policy 
document for the City.  

The 2030 GP/LCP is intended to function as a policy document to guide land use decisions within 
Avalon's planning area through the year 2030. The GP/LCP includes input from the Planning 
Commission, City Council, and community received over the course of the development of the 
Plan. Based on the vision statements and input from the community and Planning Commission, the 
2030 GP/LCP includes the following keys to maintaining the desirability of Avalon for residents and 
for visitors:

! Maintain a population size (residents and visitors) that is consistent with the natural 
resources, public services, and other factors, while continuing to attract, 
accommodate and satisfy tourists upon which the local economy is dependent;

! Maintain and enhance Avalon's unique ecology and environmental features for the 
long term enjoyment of residents and visitors; 

! Exemplify environmental awareness and stewardship through use of new 
technologies, conduct practices that are energy efficient, reduce pollution and 



2

waste, conserve water, and protect the environment, natural features, and open 
spaces of the City and the island as a whole; and

! Provide services to all types of visitors and maintain the sense of place that is part 
of the draw for tourists and residents alike.

There are several key differences between the land use designations in the 2030 GP/LCP and 
those contained in the current General Plan. These changes include: (1) a new Light Industrial 
zone intended for areas vital to moderate industrial services; (2) new Specific Plan Overlay Districts 
for Lover’s Cove and Pebbly Beach; (3) the previous Resort Recreational designation was split into 
two designations – a Resort Recreational High Density (RR-HD) designation which accommodates 
uses associated with the resort character of Avalon and a Resort Recreational Low Density (RR-
LD) designation which accommodates resort type uses as well as single family housing units; (4) a 
new Open Space designation for lands whose primary purpose is the provision of active and/or 
passive recreation, the protection of public health and safety, preservation of sensitive 
environmental resources, or resource management; and (5) renaming of the Low/Moderate 
Income Housing designation to High Density Residential – Community, which only accommodates 
residential development.

With regard to land use goals and policies, the 2030 GP/LCP promotes land development 
practices that reduce energy and water consumption, air and water pollution, greenhouse gas 
emissions, and waste. In the City Center, the development of higher-density, mixed-use infill 
development is facilitated where appropriate. Infill development is required to incorporate design 
elements with buffers and transitions in density, scale, and mass to assure compatibility with 
adjacent uses.  

The land use map specifies land uses for all areas of the City. In the middle canyon, the 2030 
GP/LCP expands the Resort Recreational zone. Adjacent to current City limits, the GP/LCP 
identifies three potential “annexation areas”:

 

! Expansion Area No. 1 – This area is located in a landfill and quarry area south of Pebbly 
Beach. Within this area, light industrial uses are planned, with the potential to transition 
over time to more visitor-serving uses as part of a Pebbly Beach Specific Plan Overlay 
District.

! Expansion Area No. 2 – This area consists of various parcels between Hamilton Cove and 
the Divide Road. This area would facilitate Resort/Recreational land uses.

! Expansion Area No. 3 – This area is located between the City limits separating Pebbly 
Beach and the eastern boundary of Avalon Canyon. More open uses within City limits 
would occur here.

The proposed General Plan land use diagram is attached.

POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS:  

! Aesthetics

! Agriculture/Forest Resources

! Air Quality

! Biological Resources

! Cultural Resources

! Hydrology/Water Quality

! Land Use and Planning

! Mineral Resources

! Noise

! Population and Housing
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! Geology

! Greenhouse Gases

! Hazards/Hazardous Materials

! Public Services

! Transportation/Traffic

! Utilities/Service Systems

REVIEW PERIOD: As specified by the State CEQA Guidelines, the Draft Environmental Impact 
Report will be available for public comment for a 45-day review period.  The public comment period 
for the Draft Environmental Impact Report will begin on February 8, 2013 and end on March 25.
Comments may be submitted, in writing, by 5:00 p.m. on March 25, 2013.

Please send your response to:

Amanda Cook, Planning Director
410 Avalon Canyon Road
P.O. Box 707
Avalon, CA 90704
planning@cityofavalon.com.

Materials related to the General Plan / Local Coastal Plan and the Draft EIR are available for 
review at the City of Avalon Planning Department, Avalon City Hall, 410 Avalon Canyon Road,
Avalon, CA 90704. These materials can also be viewed online at http://www.cityofavalon.com/.

The City will hold a public hearing that discusses the Draft EIR at 6 PM on Tuesday, March 19,
2013.  The meeting will be held in the City Council Chambers at Avalon City Hall, 410 Avalon 
Canyon Road.  The purpose of the meeting is to solicit input on the scope and content of the 
environmental analysis included in the Draft EIR.

Date February 8, 2013 Signature

Name Amanda Cook

Title Planning Director, City of Avalon

Telephone (310) 510-0220 x 110
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Bing Maps Hybrid:  (c) 2010 Microsoft Corporation and its data 

suppliers.  Additional layers from City of Avalon, 2010, Santa 

Catalina Island Company, 2011, and Los Angeles County 
Department of Regional Planning, 2008.
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